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The role of the advisory system in the implementation of CAP reform

The Hungarian agricultural advisory system has been changed in the past year. The former system based on the 95/1999. (XI. 5.) ministerial regulation on the Registry of Agricultural Advisors, which was published in 1999. It lays down the requirements (professional, ethical etc.) related to agricultural advisors whose services can be subsidized by the state. 

New legislation is being prepared for governing the structure and operation of the agricultural advisory system in accordance with the relevant EU regulations (1782/2003/EK, and 1698/2005/EK). The main characteristics of the new system are:

· advisory service for the farmers and forest holders is provided by the Territorial Advisory Centres (TAC-s);

· TAC-s are selected in open tender invited by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD);

· TAC-s have to be able to provide complex advice at least on all the Statutory Management Rules (SMR-s) and the Good Agricultural and Ecological Conditions (GAEC) stated in 1782/2003/EK, and also on work safety;

· farmers and forest holders that use the advisory services provided by a TAC may receive partial reimbursement of the advisory fee under the New Hungary Rural Development Program;

· tasks attached to running the advisory system (registration of the advisors and TAC-s, monitoring and control, further training of the advisors, providing professional data and information for TAC-s and advisors, etc.) are completed by the National Advisory Centre and the Regional Advisory Centres and the Professional Centres, while MARD has the ultimate responsibility for the operation of the system;

Some of the planned advisory tools:

Desktop programs
· Farm log program

· Expert programs (electronic pesticide list, business-plan making program, fertilization plan, )

Internet-based advisory services

· E-farmer project

· Phytosanitary forecast 

· Information and databases on web-sites

Checklist (for CC requirements)

Farm visits by advisors

„Demonstration farm” visits for farmers. 
